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Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 
Minutes 
Date: 3/08/2022 Time:  6:30 P.M. Location: Edgewood Town 

Hall, Parks and Recreation 
Office 

Members and Alternates Present: Allison Apple, David Bergsten, Ralph Hill, Mike Morrow, K.R. Scott, 
Bryce Simons, Benjamin Wiltbank 

Public Present: Linda Burke, Charles Rouse, Nathan Rouse, Glenn Sellers 

Parks & Recreation Administrator: vacant  

1. Call to Order 

 Called to Order by Chairperson Wiltbank at 6:30 pm 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Approval motion by made and seconded.  

3. Approval of Minutes from February 22, 2022 

Approval motion by KR Scott with typographical error correction and seconded by Bryce Simons.  Signed off 
on final minutes by Benjamin Wiltbank, Chairperson. 

4. Public Comments 

Public Comments:   
a.  Charles Rouse and son, Nathan Rouse – Representing Edgewood 66 New Mexico DeMolay (masonic 

group).  Expressed interest in posting of/access to an Edgewood Events Calendar for 2022.  K.R. Scott 
has drafted a rough calendar by month that is being revised prior to posting for public information.  
Requested info about the book exchange box approved previously for placement in Venus Park and a 
second location.  Referred by Committee to town manager for whom to contact in absence of PR 
Program Manager.  Also seeking to place a trailer at location in town to serve as a “smash box” for 
glass disposal – equivalent to a portable raid room and to serve as a fundraiser for DeMolay. 

b. Glenn Sellers – resident seeking access to Section 32 land in Poker Draw under the current 
conditions.  Volunteered to assist with trail blazing and management of trails on the property if 
feasible.  Committee discussed with him current challenges with the lease on this State-owned 
property and interest in making this site more user accessible. 

c. Linda Burke – Presented an interest in PRAC taking on an event (also applicable to Section 6.h. in 
minutes).  Previous PRAC efforts supported a Youth Events for Summer (YES) Program.  Discontinued 
in recent years, but it is considered to have been very effective program for Elementary School age 
youth (Kindergarten to grade 6).  At the time, cost was $75 overall/youth participant.  Program 
lasted 6 weeks with a different theme each week.  There is $25,000 available for this program in the 
current budget and Edgewood Mayor has expressed interest in pursuing this summer program for 
youth.  Youth were provided snacks, but children brought lunches each day.  There were paid staff 
and paid Junior Counselors (students in Junior High or High School).  Current requirements indicate 
need for one staff and two Junior Counselors for every 10 participants.  Program handled from 45 to 
140 participants when YES program was active in Edgewood.  Interest in taking on this program was 
expressed by Allison Apple and Benjamin Wiltbank.  Both agreed to work on setting up this program 
for 2022.  To achieve the goal of a YES program in 2022, request for approval will be needed by the 
March 15 Commissioners Public Meeting so Allison and Benjamin agreed to plan to meet this 
timeline with support from other Committee members       
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5. Matters from the Advisory Committee members 

a. Meetings with other 
town departments 
and agencies 

Ralph Hill indicates that Kay Davis, town manager, has requested to be notified 
at least 1 week in advance of any Committee member/s meeting with folks in 
other town departments so she can join in the discussions.  This also applies to 
formal meetings with BLM, New Mexico State, and DOT representatives. 

b. Eastern Regional 
Trails Council 
meeting 

Ralph Hill suggested that we have a representative at this online meeting 
(Zoom).  Mike Morrow provided meeting notice information:  meeting is to start 
at 10 A.M. on Tuesday, March 22.  One of the topics covered in the agenda will 
be the town of Edgewood trails.   Connection for this meeting will be:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88400373603?pwd=T2FaMXZyWXJrdUFZNDgOTGgz
YmFaZz09  Meeting ID:  88400373603.  Passcode:  818409.  Optional Telephone 
Audio Number:  (346)248-7799.     

c. Memorial Day Event Ralph Hill indicated interest in our assistance with this event at Veteran’s 
Memorial by the Courthouse.  This has historically been a PRAC-supported 
event.   

d. Sand Volleyball 
Request 

K.R. Scott is to meet Friday morning at 9 A.M. to discuss repairs to the current 
volleyball court and improvements to the court surface and nets with interested 
parties.  Expectation is that PRAC will get some assistance from interested 
parties to make this happen.   

e. Meeting with Police 
Department to 
discuss events 

Allison Apple and K.R. Scott met with the Edgewood Police Chief and the town 
manager to discuss collaboration and funding for events in the town this year.  
Funding sources are limited and not possible at present, but collaboration in 
support of events of common interest is inevitable. 

f. Event review Allison Apple investigated the history of events in Edgewood to assess who sent 
out flyers for advertisement and who actually conducted the events.  Inquiry 
was made to Kay Davis to see what our options are.  In addition to the rough 
calendar being drafted by K.R. Scott, Allison discussed specific events to 
consider.  This includes the Run, Rally, and Rock event supported by Rich Ford 
which may need some adjustments from the last event.  She is considering 
venues for a music or movie night which could require licensing fees to design.  
Potential holiday events such as a Santa fun, Turkey trot, and Turkey Bowl were 
discussed.  Possible collaboration with Wildlife West Animal Park and DeMolay is 
being considered for some events.   

g.  Budget review 
 
 
 

K.R. Scott shared 2 documents related to our current budget:   
The 5 year Infrastructure Capital Improvement Plan (ICIP) for FY 2023-2027 for 
Edgewood includes the Pedestrian Bridge Project, ECHO Ridge improvements, 
the Edgewood 7 Trail, the Edgewood Connected Trail System, and the Edgewood 
BMX Park.  Funds for these projects need to be requested in Fall to ensure 
consideration – note that the playground equipment from previous ICIP was 
discontinued.   
 
The town of Edgewood Revenue and Expense Report of January 31, 2022 shows 
a balance for Parks and Recreation of $121,967.27.  Any unspent moneys as of 
June 30 return to the general fund.  Some items such as operating costs are 
ongoing so available funds for committee work will be somewhat less, even 
though some moving of funds between lines is possible.  Committee members 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88400373603?pwd=T2FaMXZyWXJrdUFZNDgOTGgzYmFaZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88400373603?pwd=T2FaMXZyWXJrdUFZNDgOTGgzYmFaZz09
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are tasked with estimating funding needs for their parks, trails, and other 
projects prior to the next meeting on March 22 so we can discuss funding needs 
with the town manager in a timely manner. 

h. Excused Absence Michael Morrow will be unavailable to attend any meetings in the month of 
April. 

6.Matters from Old Business 

a. Administrator 
Position Description 

Submission was made to Commissioners and wording recommendations from 
the Committee were accepted as presented. 

b. Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Committee 
Ordinance 

Discussion was made of potential wording of item 8 in Section 2.E of the draft 
Ordinance.  The primary concern is with an effective manner of reporting of 
Committee recommendations to the Governing Body.  Adjustments of the 
terminology were made to accommodate likely future changes in 
Administration.  David Bergsten is to finalize the recommendations for the 
Ordinance and submit copies of the proposed changes to the Commissioners for 
review and approval at their next meeting.     

c. Old Town Hall 
Building Use 

Postponed further discussion at this time. 

d. Geocaching Trails No updates 

e. BMX Track Nothing new to report 

f. Park Updates 
 

• SFC Equestrian Center – no updates, upkeep needs as manure is 
piling up.  Excess sand from racetrack that was stored for future 
use was removed from premises.  

• Bassett Park – no updates, need to check stored supplies for 
Parks. 

• ECHO Ridge Park (Section 34) – no updates on Eagle Scout Project 
or requested extension of lease from BLM.  Need for town to 
annex land to fulfill stipulations of lease agreement. 

• Poker Draw (Section 32) – Benjamin Wiltbank shared funding 
source for trail development on state land.  The Outdoor 
Recreation Trails Grant available through the New Mexico 
Outdoor Recreation Division offers grants for up to $100,000 to 
blaze and maintain public trails   He is looking into timelines and 
potential submission. 

• Venus Park – no updates other than discussion of YSO claim of 
limited soccer field access in the off season.  Benjamin Wiltbank 
will check into this. 

• Community Playground – no updates other than discussion of 
maintenance needs.   

g. General Updates None discussed. 

h. Events See sections 4.c., 5.c., 5.e., and 5.f. above. 

i. Grants See section 6.f. under Poker Draw above. 

j. Bridge updates None discussed 

k. Trails updates See section 5.b. regarding Regional Council Meeting. 

7. Future Items 

a.  See section 5.g. for assignments to estimate funding needs for projects this year. 
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9. Next Meeting 

 Tuesday, March 22, 2022 at 6:30 P.M.  
10. Adjourn 

Time:  meeting adjourned at 10 P.M. 

 Submitted by:  David A. Bergsten 
Secretary, Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 

Approved by:  Benjamin Wiltbank 
Chairperson, Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 


